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impeachment of Warren Hastings will always remain a
subject of controversy. To some it is a signal example of
ingratitude to a great public servant, to others it is a signal
example of the courageous and patriotic vindication of a
high standard of national conduct The issue raises in its
acutest form the whole question of the mutual dealings of
peoples. Hastings was no freebooter; his crimes were the
public crimes of a man who in his private dealings respected
honour and morality, and in his public dealings respected
neither.
There is indeed an aspect of his administration which is
rarely remembered in English discussion, the view set out by
Mr. Romesh Dutt in his careful study of Indian Economics,
that Warren Hastings' internal legislation was mistaken and
destructive, and did lasting injury.    But we may grant that
his intentions to the men he ruled were benevolent, and that
he  did  his best to shield them from individual rapacity.
The circumstances again of his crimes were peculiar.   The
analogy of the Roman Empire has been applied very mis-
chievously and very ignorantly to England's relations with
communities and states that belong to the same order of
civilisation as herself, as if the England of this and of the
last century were the solitary beacon of enlightened and
stable government in the general darkness and confusion of
the human  race.    But In her contact with the dissolving
fabric of Asiatic government it is true to say that England
has found herself roughly in the position Rome occupied at
one time in the world.    And if it is to be assumed that on
the whole the growth and preponderance of British power
was a contingency to be preferred to the rule of any other
foreign invader, or to the perpetual anarchy that followed
on the collapse of the Mogul Empire, in what sort of a
temper are  we  to judge   the  crimes   which   marked   the
beginning and the consolidation of that power?     It  will
certainly be agreed that if we take any standard at all of
morality, it is impossible to characterise in half tones the
things Warren Hastings did.    The unprovoked attack on